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which by and by welcomed Musidorus's eyes, wea-
ried with the wasted soil of Laconia, with delightful
prospects. There were hills which garnished their
proud heights with stately trees; humble valleys
whose base estate seemed comforted with the re-
freshing of silver rivers; meadows enamelled with
all sorts of eye-pleasing flowers; thickets which, be-
ing lined with most pleasant shade, were witnessed
so to by the cheerful disposition of many well-
tuned birds ; each pasture stored with sheep feeding
with sober security, while the pretty lambs with
bleating oratory craved the dams' comfort; here a
shepherd's boy piping as though he should never be
old; there a young shepherdess knitting, and withal
singing, and it seemed that her voice comforted her
hands to work, and her hands kept time to her
voice's music. As for the houses of the country,
for many houses came under their eye, they were
all scattered, no two being one by the other, and
yet not so far off, as that it barred mutual succour;
a show, as it were, of an accompaniable solitariness
and of a civil wildness."

And here is Sidney's description of Kalander's
house in Arcadia, which might have stood for his
father's home at Penshurst, or his sister's at Wilton:

"The house itself was built of fair and strong
stone, not affecting so much any extraordinary kind
of fineness as an honourable representing of a
firm stateliness; the lights, doors and stairs rather
directed to the use of the guests than to the eye of